
Baskerville, de-
signed by the Englishman John 
Baskerville in 1757, is an excel-
lent example of a Transitional 
typeface. Transitional typefaces 
are so-called because they form 
a bridge between the Old Style 
and the Modern faces. 

Compared to the Old Style, 
Baskerville shows greater con-
trast between the thicks and 
thins, serifs are less heavily 
bracketed, and the stress is al-
most vertical. 

The letters are very wide for 
their x-height, are closely fitted, 
and are of excellent propor-
tions-making Baskerville one of 
the most pleasant and readable 
faces.
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