
Bodoni is a Modern 
typeface, designed in the late 
1700’s by the Italian typog-
rapher, Giambattista Bodoni. 
At the end of  the eighteenth 
century, a fashion grew for 
faces with a stronger contrast 
between the thicks and the 
thins, unbracketed serifs, and 
a strong vertical stress. These 
were called Modern faces. All 
the older faces became known 
as Old Style, while the more 
recent faces- just prior to the 
change- were referred to as 
Transitional. 

Although Bodoni has a small 
x-height, it appears very wide 
and black. Because of  the 
strong vertical stress, accen-
tuated by its heavy thicks 
and hairline thins, the hori-
zontal flow necessary for com-
fortable reading is impaired. 
Bodoni, therefore, must be 
well-leaded
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